MUSSOLINI  AND  FASCISM
take to form a Cabinet. The crisis which followed on
after Bonomi's government, on the 2nd February, lasted
three weeks and a day. Such a spectacle of impotence
brought crowds of adherents to the Fascist party. Both
the Right and the Left were now equally convinced that
any attempt to solve the problem by constitutional
means was doomed to failure.
Meanwhile, the Fascists were not going to content
themselves with a mere pro forma opposition. Wherever
they could, they took the place of the defaulting public
authority, thus impressing themselves on the popular
imagination and making good their influence over the
masses. In point of fact they were already masters of
the situation.
However, such troops as still remained loyal to the
parties of the extreme left, were in no mood as yet to
abandon the struggle. The truce between Mussolini
and Turati was now to all intents and purposes a dead
letter. Not a day went by without some fresh outrage
being attempted. The Fascists replied with their famous
punitive expeditions. Moreover, they did not hesitate
to occupy whole towns with a view to protecting the
inhabitants from the activities undertaken by the social-
ists who wanted to wipe out their previous defeats.
The Facta Government, finding itself unequal to the
task of forcibly preventing these large-scale gatherings,
pretended to ignore them, secretly hoping that some
lucky turn of events would rid them of these turbulent
FacistL The Facta cabinet fell on the igth July. From
then, until the ist August, Italy was without a govern-
ment,
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